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Independent oil palm
smallholders are not
homogeneous groups
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A typology:

Six groups of independent smallholders

Migrant Worker

Share of farmer groups: 1 7.7%
Share of area: 1 3%

Size of plots: 3' 1 5 ha

They
manage mostly oil palm plots, certified as Surat
Keterangan Tanah (SKT) land title, located in the same
subdistrict as their residence. Most have bought land from
local residents, and hire workers to manage the plantation.

Early Adopter
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Share of farmer groups: 1 9.5%
Share of area: 1 5%

Size of plots: 3' 1 5 ha
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They acquired land from
inheritance, purchases, and grants from the government.
The plots are prepared from the clearing of secondary

forest and agricultural land, which are partly on peat lands. -:»%j%@ »%Tg%«i‘ ;%...i@%ig
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About 38% of the plots are already certified as Surat Hak

Milik (SHM) land title. The group and family members »%%;'T’%% %%@ A
mostly manage the plantation and hire workers to help

harvest fresh fruit bunches.
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Entrepreneur

Share of farmer groups: 1 2.8%
Share of area: 37%

Size of plots: More than 50 ha

The group’s plantations are
mostly administered by local managers. Outside workers
receive either lump sum or piecemeal payments. More than
half of the plantation plots are certified as SHM. About half
of the land for plantations comes from forest conversion;
some plantations are built on peat lands, while the rest are
built on open land.

Local Elite

Share of farmer groups: 1 5.6%

Share of area: 20%
Size of plots: 1 5'50 ha
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They are local and migrant figures who have ' \ _ ;”
lived in the area for a long time. Most elite farmers are not m
part of village farmer groups, but 20% of the sampled elite E’
lead farmer groups. They are highly educated, working
mostly as civil servants. They have their own businesses,
and some became bosses in fresh fruit bunch trade chains. *
They acquired land from purchases and government
grants, and established palm plantations by clearing v

forests. Some of the plantations lie on peatlands. The land
is certified as SKT land title.

-

Subsistence Farmer

Share of farmer groups: 1 1 .7%

Share of area: 5%

Size of plots:3'1 5 ha (30%)

Most of
them are members of farmer groups and manage oil palm
plots themselves, when they were not working on farm
lands. They acquired lands from inheritance and
government grants, and established oil palm crops by
converting agriculture and rubber plantations
(three-quarters) or developing on bare land (one-third).

Migrant Farmer

Share of farmer groups: 2 2.7%
Share of area: 1 5%

Size of plots: 60% of this group owns 3' 1 5 ha of land;

the rest own less than 3 ha

Most farmers live in the same village as their oil
palm plantation plots. They are mostly not part of village
farmer groups and manage the plots by themselves. They
acquired lands from purchases, and then cleared forested
lands and established oil palm plantations. In contrast to \ ﬁ‘
subsistence farmers, this group also establishes rubber '
plantations and agricultural crops to diversify income and
reduce full dependence on oil palm.
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This study is a part of the TRADE (Trade, Development, and the Environment) Hub funded by the UK Research and
Innovation Global Challenges Research Fund and led by the UN Environment Programme World Conservation
Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC). In Indonesia, TRADE Hub is led by CIFORICRAF. The views and opinions
expressed in this article are the sole responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the
organizations where the authors work and research donors.
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