099889 Ne&N LAy Jaty, ediui 23

HogSonmdjucdyus tousaualginty
Jizowmnuionslao

SU69 009FEnSU 2, WaT9 500959, yunzvey Jomaut?, Jean-Christophe Castella??
o @ [
t81913[9tiftI]

wiawe %Uﬂ 2000 zncswmau \EOLﬂOUZﬂ‘]SJ&ﬂU’I‘)SJEJ‘]fJUJUEEUfJSJEZO&J%’]EU’UQ
299299, agcﬁnczom‘cosueomww ﬁﬂnaaﬁumﬂnmﬂamgmwwfymsaonamuL?ju
mJmejuiyuwanyagmumwajmwmgwLGo [($E> muaammemwmwwomsm
"stumnsauuasgww il znﬂthJw il wmsgmwwomgmnwmu21muao°qsm11
af]wm‘commgmueomwwogmaﬁcchuéawcca)aLLchawumgmnsauunn?oesgmu
Wagwae ga WARETOUIN28YUOALSINILU. 23‘toumumuoLsﬂnoauUJusnTmJ 899

Ton90 e mgmmmcaﬂamuggguﬂaUsaﬂauwawmegnwmmmeg‘coum:ué‘juma
TznnnznowmsmumwﬂummgwcLUjmgj

wloavwgaulosggeugetion, anucé‘jwuomanmmanuamusﬂommoLé‘jw
‘CU‘maagmu’dUC}aLaﬂnuvasJUﬂsJTUwamnswaeJTmmeiUUJiJLLUgmﬂjmwav
Uumnrﬂvaonvam%c?owoee Tumnmuujuuwnwmﬁnmm stni‘jumumnan
Fannauinduzeguasuen. Hegaano gaonsdnsuiaoausaogauan Tunauty
ﬁoé’ﬂmm'{]mum ERE musuLsﬂcmnwnwoomamew‘imm‘cosumweguaegmnmw
sraveguruuay §900asuis.

1 @nguamw?sma ne8nd tar Jaty, senadudunoansSnt war datugmgzao (NAFRI)
2 gegugautagnau Catch-Up, NAFRI-IRD-CIFOR

3 genadvaven wenaviionzua (IRD) tas guauasaatu uagan (CIFOR)

Danev - Uyua 2011 1



The Lao Journal of Agriculture and Forestry, No. 23

Policy implications of land use changes in the uplands of
northern Lao PDR

Linkham Douangsavanh?, Phouvieng Laddavong*, Bounthanom Bouahom'?,

Jean-Christophe Castella?3
Abstract

The 2000s decade has seen a lot of changes in the northern uplands of Lao PDR that
where driven by three main drivers or agents of change: government policies, foreign private
investors and development assistance led by bilateral or multilateral organizations or inter-
national NGOs. These three spheres of influence are intimately connected and constantly
interacting as they depend on each other’s to reach their goals or fulfill their mandate. They
have brought new rules, opportunities, and also risks to rural populations who had to cope
with very rapid changes.

This paper explores possible adaptations to existing policies that would facilitate a
smoother agrarian transition from subsistence to commercial agriculture; i.e. avoiding exter-
nal chocks and maintaining the resilience of rural communities. Indeed, farmers’ capacity to
adapt to changes and to adopt technical and institutional innovations should be harnessed by
providing a supportive policy environment.

1 Agriculture and Forestry Policy Research Centre (AFPRC), National Agriculture and Forestry Re-
search Institute (NAFRI), Vientiane, Lao PDR

2 Catch-Up Program (Comprehensive Analysis of Trajectories of Change in the Uplands), NAFRI,
Vientiane, Lao PDR

3 Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD, France) and Centre for International Forestry
Research (CIFOR, Indonesia)
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