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In the course of the last decade, Borneo's

hinterland has been the target of

unprecedented NTFP collecting activity. More

intensive NTFP use has contributed to

unsustainable extractive practices and

environmental damage and to deep social

and political disruption. This essay examines

northern East Kalimantan's NTFP trade

networks in historical perspective through

the twentieth century.  It explains regional

patterns in the light of past relationships

between tribal interior groups and trading

coastal polities and seeks to understand both

the economic contribution of NTFPs and the

institutions controlling their use.  
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